November 2020

Dear Church,
The place God calls you to is the place where your deep gladness and
the world’s deep hunger meet. – Frederick Buechner
Even though our Sunday series to begin the fall is now completed, I’m still thinking a lot of about vocation. Luther talked *a lot* about this, emphasized in his many writings to who we might now call
“everyday Christians” about living in service to God throughout all of the activities of daily life. I might
also phrase it as living out the promises of baptism – something you probably hear me talk about often!
I’m reading a book my mom gave me last year, that sat idly on my shelf for a while, and now in this pandemic time seems to have taken on some new urgency. “Threshold of Discovery” by L. Roger Owens is a
project of a just-turned 40-year-old minister and father of younger-ish children, engaging in a year of
intentional hiking (40 hikes for his 40th year, to be exact). Just up my alley, right? He’s asking lots of the
questions I seem to be asking, too. Questions about purpose, faith, trust, legacy, priority… and vocation.
Principally, “Is what I am doing in this moment what God is calling me to? Is it where my deep gladness
is meeting the world’s deep hunger?”
Before you get too antsy, this is not an article to prepare you that I am feeling restless in my partnership
with you at St. Paul’s. This *is* a place where I am still feeling very fulfilled, useful, and purposeful, even
after 5 years together! But these times that have forced all of us to consider what we do and how we
spend our energy and gifts have not escaped me either. It’s also very much a stewardship and generosity question, about how we manage what God has entrusted to us.
So, for me, as I’m finding my time drastically altered from the pandemic, what does it mean for what I
do and how I serve? One of the many things about serving at St. Paul’s that I have appreciated is how
there is an honoring of the interconnectedness between church, both local and wide, and community. So
in pre-pandemic times, that meant spending time serving communities at Mercy Ridge, College Manor,
and GBMC, connecting with colleagues and institutions to better our neighborhoods, serving as a mentor and resource for churches and leaders.
What might this mean for you? While much of our focus has been on what we *can’t* do because of the
pandemic and ensuing response to keep one another safe, what if we turned the question a bit to ask
more of what we *can* do? What is your deep gladness, and how are you finding it intersect with a deep
hunger in this world around us?
In Christ, Pastor Ed
______________________________________________________________________________________________________
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2020 payments towards the mortgage with
Mission Investment Fund (MIF) total
$74,930.00, which includes $39,362.42 towards the principal of the mortgage and
$35,567.58 in interest.

Special Offering Totals
ACTC - $950
Baltimore Lutheran Campus Ministry - $540
Moveable Feast - $225

2020 income raised by the Creative Fundraising Committee so far: $1,987. This amount will
be paid towards the principal of the mortgage
with MIF in January 2021.

What Does Your Offering Help to Support?
What does our offering pay for? Each month we highlight bills paid here at St. Paul’s to help
members better understand our costs.
Last month we paid $736.95 to SP Bookkeeping Services for financial services work and $6,311.01
to the DE/MD Synod for the 3rd quarter 2020 mission support.
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How To Worship On Sundays
A Preparing for Worship email is sent on Saturday mornings with the specific links and bulletins for each
service for download.
9:00 a.m. Outdoor Worship
An outdoor service alongside the historic sanctuary and Prayer Garden in the shade of our beautiful
campus. This is a reflective Service of Word and Table with live accompaniment from Elaine Lindsay on
the organ from inside the sanctuary. Worshippers must sign-up in advance and agree to follow safety
and social distancing provisions. When you arrive, please stop at the entrance table to pick-up prepackaged Communion elements, and hold onto them until we share in the sacrament together.
11:00 a.m. Digital Worship
A digital service streamed through Facebook Live and the homepage of our St. Paul's website, which is
available throughout the rest of the week or after 12:30 p.m. by our phone call-in service (443-9523768). This is a full Service of the Word with musical accompaniment from Steve Dooley on guitar from
a variety of musical genres. We celebrate Holy Communion during this service as well – please see our
website for more information to prepare your heart and home for sharing in this sacrament.
Please note our worship times and spaces may be changing in November as cooler weather arrives and
outdoor worship is less available. Look to our weekly electronic newsletters, website, and Facebook page
for updates and more information.

Tuesday Bible Study
Our Bible study continues by meeting online over Zoom (videoconferencing) on Tuesdays at 12:30 p.m.
and continuing each Tuesday midday throughout the month. Please see the weekly newsletter for the
information to connect over phone or computer, along with the upcoming readings that we will be
studying.

Our Special Offering for November is the
ELCA World Hunger Program
Many of the ways we collectively have given during Worship to share food and thankfulness have been
affected by COVID-19. Our special offering for November is a reminder that our ELCA is working now
around the world. The table of God is being made bigger and seats are being set. Join us in this courageous work of serving and loving our neighbors in the name of Jesus Christ. We will change lives and
feed the hungry one food pantry or one bag of crop seed or one donated farm animal at a time. Use your
special offering envelopes or electronically give and indicate your donation is for ELCA World Hunger.
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Praying for Our Community
(as of October 21, 2020)
John Abe, Gavin Adams, Marian Allwardt, Connie & Gary Anderson, Karen Bailey, Joan Bannon, John
Becker, Terri Bogle Smith, Stacy Bonsall, Jacob Badford, Ed Brigham, Abbey Brown, Russell Brown, Nick
Burke, John Bussey, Slade Caltrider, Emma June Carey, Lisa Carmondy, Alice Carter, Monica Christopher, Sara Coman, Pat Crutchfield, Rob and Marie, Dawn Dawson, Rebecca Douglas, Ellen, Gloria
Engnoth, Doris Ernst, Joe Feinour, Christine Ferciot, Jeffrey Flasch, Karin Fletcher, Joe Galvin, Hannah
Ghassemi, Joanne Gordan, Colleen Grammer, Sara Griffiths, Anita Grooms, Dave Grooms, Jennifer
Heavner, Sharen Hernandez, Janice Hill, Matt Housley, Annette Howard, Shelley Hughes-Shank, Dewey
Hyle, Dana Jackson, Rachel Jackson, Chuck Jones, Kari & Chris, Rick Kaser, Kendall Kelly, Jean Kerns, Lucy Koch, Sharon Leggin, Nancy Leginbill, Hannah Lindsay, Suzanne Lindsay, Linda, the Lopez family,
Kathy Manning, Sandra Manning, Rose Marcin, Luke Markins, Ray Mattingly, Jaxson McFadden, Quinn
Tanner Meeker, Melinda, Ryan Merieng, Jennifer Merriman, Terry Miller, Wayne Minardi, Janice Moore,
Donna, Mike, & Sam Nagrabski, Lisa Nickles, Maria Perez, Mary & Richard Petrocci, Gayle Pickhardt, Joe
Polizzi, Karen Preston, Doug R., R. Dolores Radek, Donna, George & Gloria Ramos, Sara Reynolds, Alice
Ann Robertson-Colton, Robin V., Mary Rollins, Alexander Russo, Noreen Rysticken, Rose Schmidt, Tie
Shavers, Carlton Shea, Marianna Shea, Jennifer Sherfey, Dolores Sherlock, Daniel Smith, the Rev. Dr.
Nelson Strobet, Linda Surdel, Trish Tanner, Austin Taylor, Dee Taylor, Renate Taylor, Lori Testerman,
James G. Thomas, Lloyd Tinker, Erin Valentine, Jamie Warren, Shannon Wollman
Homebound: Dolores Patten, Dee Zimmer
Please email Pastor Ed with any additions or updates to the Prayer List

Good News: Seminary Update from Karen Pugatch
Greetings to my St. Paul’s family! I am one month into my internship experience and I must say that I
find myself very energized thus far. Much of the month of September I have spent “getting my feet wet”
here at St. John in Linthicum. I have had the opportunity to assist in worship and to preach as well as to
learn about the heart this congregation has for helping their neighbor. I can’t say enough about how
welcome they have made me feel!
I hit the ground running by assisting with a graveside funeral day one! Sadly, it was one of four funerals
in my short time here. This past Sunday (October 11) I preached at Epiphany Lutheran in Ellicott City
where I will be helping lead worship on the second Sunday of the month and contributing a monthly
mid-week reflection. This is a very small congregation nestled in a neighborhood – a bit off the beaten
track!
One of the great joys is being able to sit in my office and work without the dog asking to go out or in or
out or in, the cat draping itself over my keyboard or the nagging voice calling me to getting just one
more thing done in the house. I also have discovered several lovely walks in the neighborhood including one through a horse farm which allows me to attend to my need for a bit of exercise every day!
Please keep me in your prayers as you are in mine.
Peace,
Karen
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Food for Thought
As we come into the fall, our Food for Thought program has been put into a hold pattern. Right now,
our students’ needs are being taken care of by many options while they are in "virtual mode." The Social Worker at Dulaney has presented each family with a list of options where they may pick up food
within the area. ACTC is one of the many partners that are helping students.
Once a decision had been made, we decided to pack up the items remaining in our Spangler Hall kitchen and deliver them to ACTC to be used during this critical time. This will give us a fresh start once we
see just how we will proceed with this program once students return to "in person learning."
The following items were delivered to ACTC in September: macaroni & cheese cups – 95, fruit cups –
92, canned soup – 41, juice boxes – 38, peanut butter snack cups – 54, tuna – 11, chicken – 3, breakfast
bars – 5, oats & honey granola bars – 46, rice cups – 10.
Until we resume our involvement with Dulaney we ask that you consider donating to ACTC to help
them with the additional expenses they have with pandemic requests.
Our St. Paul's Community is to be congratulated for their continued support.
Blessings, Anita Grooms and Wanda Bagent, Co-Chairs for Food for Thought

First Fridays!
Come and join St. Paul’s families for a First
Fridays gathering on November 6. We will be
gathering at St. Paul’s for fire pit, friends and
fun from 5 to 8 p.m. There’s lots of space to
spread out to be socially distant and lots of
room for the kids to run and play. Please
bring your own chairs/blankets, food and
drinks. Fire pit and s’mores will be provided.
Please make sure you wear a mask.

All are welcome!
We’d love to see you there!
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Happy Birthday!
Have we missed someone? If your birthday is this month and you don’t see your name here, please let
the church office know (410-252-3768 or office@stpaulslutherville.org).
11/1 Paul Landefeld
11/2 Laney Reh
11/7 Dolores Patten
11/9 Brooks Gray
11/13 Hailey Russo
11/14 Luke Bathurst
11/14 Ryan Francus
11/14 Frank Pugh, Jr.

11/15
11/18
11/22
11/24
11/26
11/27
11/29

Samantha Mellecker
Maggie Oros
Penelope Buttry
Christopher Moore
Susan Vernon
Bill Brock
Le Mebust

Happy Anniversary!
11/10 Steve & Lois Jean West
Congratulations!

From the Archives
Before there were automobiles, if people were not close enough to walk to church, they would either
ride horses or come in horse and carriages. When John Gottlieb Morris became pastor January 1879,
he wanted a shed for horses on the church grounds. During 1893 the shed/stable was removed and
was to be rebuilt on the least objectionable place. The shed was probably taken down at the same time
as the first church building. In 1901 it was suggested to put the shed on the property of Maggie W.
Cockey at 226 Melancthon Ave. The new stable was built January 1902. When it was no longer used is
not recorded. Ron Garman, Archivist

Many Thanks
The Assistance Center of Towson Churches (ACTC) sent us a thank you letter for our generous donation
of $875, which will be used to provide food, hope and encouragement to those needing help in our
community. We received a thank you note from Mar-Lu-Ridge for our support of their annual Walkathon in the amount of $670.

Health Ministry: Health and Wellness
In response to a conversation with a congregational member, we would like to share an important resource for you. “Five Wishes” is a very user friendly document for someone to share their choices
for “Advanced Care Planning.” On the adjacent page you will find a recent publication from Church
Health to give you more information about this topic.
If you are interested in “Five Wishes,” the Congregational Care Committee has copies available for
free. Of special note, thank you to Susan Lilly for sharing this resource.
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