November 22, 2020
Reign of Christ Sunday
11:00 a.m. Digital Worship
www.facebook.com/SPLutherville and www.stpaulslutherville.org

Welcome to our digital worship service to gather as a community online since we can’t gather in
person! If you haven’t already done so, take a moment to quiet your space by turning down/off other
devices, lighting a candle, grabbing your Bible, and breathe a bit before we start. If you’re going to be
joining in celebrating Communion today, make sure to have your bread and wine/juice nearby.
If you’re joining the live feed through Facebook, comment to “say hello” and connect with one
another. Feel free to use the “share” button and to help spread the reach of our ministry!

GATHERING
WELCOME
PRELUDE: You Are My King (Instrumental) by: Billy James Foote
RINGING OF THE BELL
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, in whose image we are made, who claims us and calls us
beloved.
Amen.
Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. Holy One,
we confess that we are not awake for you. We are not faithful in using your gifts. We forget
the least of our siblings. We do not see your beautiful image in one another. We are
infected by sin that divides your beloved community. Open our hearts to your coming,
open our eyes to see you in our neighbor, open our hands to serve your creation. Amen.
Beloved, we are God’s children, and Jesus, our Beloved, opens the door to us. Through ☩ Jesus
you are forgiven, by Jesus you are welcome, in Jesus you are called to rejoice! Let us live in the
promises prepared for us from the foundation of the world.
Amen.
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GATHERING SONG: Shout to the Lord by Darlene Zschech
My Jesus, My Savior; Lord there is none like You
All of my days, I want to praise; The wonders of Your mighty love
My Comfort, My Shelter; Tower of refuge and strength
Let every breath, all that I am; Never cease to worship You
Shout to the Lord, all the earth Let us sing. Power and majesty, praise to the King.
Mountains bow down and the seas will roar at the sound of Your name
I sing for joy at the work of Your hands, Forever I'll love you, forever I'll stand
Nothing compares to the promise I have in You!
My Jesus, My Savior; Lord there is none like You
All of my days, I want to praise; The wonders of Your mighty love
My Comfort, My Shelter; Tower of refuge and strength
Let every breath, all that I am; Never cease to worship You
Shout to the Lord, all the earth Let us sing. Power and majesty, praise to the King.
Mountains bow down and the seas will roar at the sound of Your name
I sing for joy at the work of Your hands, Forever I'll love you, forever I'll stand
Nothing compares to the promise I have in You!
GREETING
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with
you all.
And also with you.
PRAYER OF THE DAY
Let us pray. O God of power and might, your Son shows us the way of service, and in him we
inherit the riches of your grace. Give us the wisdom to know what is right and the strength to
serve the world you have made, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns
with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.

WORD
CHILDREN’S MESSAGE
Children of all ages are welcome to come and gather close to the screen to join in a message just for
them! After we pray together, they will be invited to rejoin others in their home for the readings.
FIRST READING: Ezekiel 34:11-16, 20-24
Because Israel’s kings proved to be bad shepherds, Ezekiel declares that the LORD will assume the role
of shepherd in Israel. The LORD will also set over them a shepherd-messiah, “my servant David,” who
will feed and care for the people.
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A reading from Ezekiel.
11Thus

says the Lord GOD: I myself will search for my sheep, and will seek them out. 12As
shepherds seek out their flocks when they are among their scattered sheep, so I will seek out my
sheep. I will rescue them from all the places to which they have been scattered on a day of clouds
and thick darkness. 13I will bring them out from the peoples and gather them from the countries,
and will bring them into their own land; and I will feed them on the mountains of Israel, by the
watercourses, and in all the inhabited parts of the land. 14I will feed them with good pasture, and
the mountain heights of Israel shall be their pasture; there they shall lie down in good grazing
land, and they shall feed on rich pasture on the mountains of Israel. 15I myself will be the
shepherd of my sheep, and I will make them lie down, says the Lord GOD. 16I will seek the lost,
and I will bring back the strayed, and I will bind up the injured, and I will strengthen the weak,
but the fat and the strong I will destroy. I will feed them with justice.
20Therefore, thus says the Lord GOD to them: I myself will judge between the fat sheep and the
lean sheep. 21Because you pushed with flank and shoulder, and butted at all the weak animals
with your horns until you scattered them far and wide, 22I will save my flock, and they shall no
longer be ravaged; and I will judge between sheep and sheep.
23I will set up over them one shepherd, my servant David, and he shall feed them: he shall
feed them and be their shepherd. 24And I, the LORD, will be their God, and my servant David shall
be prince among them; I, the LORD, have spoken.
Word of God, word of life.
Thanks be to God.
PSALM: Psalm 95: 1-7a
A reading from the Psalms.
1Come,

let us sing to the LORD; let us shout for joy to the rock of our salvation.
us come before God’s presence with thanksgiving
and raise a loud shout to the LORD with psalms.
3For you, LORD, are a great God,
and a great ruler above all gods.
4In your hand are the caverns of the earth;
the heights of the hills are also yours.
5The sea is yours, for you made it,
and your hands have molded the dry land.
6Come, let us worship and bow down,
let us kneel before the LORD our maker.
7aFor the LORD is our God,
and we are the people of God’s pasture and the sheep of God’s hand.
2Let

Word of God, word of life.
Thanks be to God.

SECOND READING: Ephesians 1:15-23
God is praised for revealing ultimate divine power in raising Jesus from the dead. The resurrected,
exalted Christ is Lord of both the church and the entire universe, now and in the age to come.
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A reading from Paul’s letter to the Ephesians.
Paul writes: 15I have heard of your faith in the Lord Jesus and your love toward all the saints,
and for this reason 16I do not cease to give thanks for you as I remember you in my prayers. 17I
pray that the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of glory, may give you a spirit of wisdom
and revelation as you come to know him, 18so that, with the eyes of your heart enlightened, you
may know what is the hope to which he has called you, what are the riches of his glorious
inheritance among the saints, 19and what is the immeasurable greatness of his power for us who
believe, according to the working of his great power. 20God put this power to work in Christ
when he raised him from the dead and seated him at his right hand in the heavenly places, 21far
above all rule and authority and power and dominion, and above every name that is named, not
only in this age but also in the age to come. 22And he has put all things under his feet and has
made him the head over all things for the church, 23which is his body, the fullness of him who fills
all in all.
Word of God, word of life.
Thanks be to God.
GOSPEL: Matthew 25:31-46
Jesus compares himself to a king who moves among his subjects to see how he is treated: what is done
for the least of those who belong to his family is truly done for him.
The holy gospel according to Matthew.
Glory to you, O Lord.
Jesus said to the disciples: 31“When the Son of Man comes in his glory, and all the angels with
him, then he will sit on the throne of his glory. 32All the nations will be gathered before him, and
he will separate people one from another as a shepherd separates the sheep from the goats,
33and he will put the sheep at his right hand and the goats at the left. 34Then the king will say to
those at his right hand, ‘Come, you that are blessed by my Father, inherit the kingdom prepared
for you from the foundation of the world; 35for I was hungry and you gave me food, I was thirsty
and you gave me something to drink, I was a stranger and you welcomed me, 36I was naked and
you gave me clothing, I was sick and you took care of me, I was in prison and you visited me.’
37Then the righteous will answer him, ‘Lord, when was it that we saw you hungry and gave you
food, or thirsty and gave you something to drink? 38And when was it that we saw you a stranger
and welcomed you, or naked and gave you clothing? 39And when was it that we saw you sick or
in prison and visited you?’ 40And the king will answer them, ‘Truly I tell you, just as you did it to
one of the least of these who are members of my family you did it to me.’
41Then he will say to those at his left hand, ‘You that are accursed, depart from me into the
eternal fire prepared for the devil and his angels; 42for I was hungry and you gave me no food, I
was thirsty and you gave me nothing to drink, 43I was a stranger and you did not welcome me,
naked and you did not give me clothing, sick and in prison and you did not visit me.’ 44Then they
also will answer, ‘Lord, when was it that we saw you hungry or thirsty or a stranger or naked or
sick or in prison, and did not take care of you?’ 45Then he will answer them, ‘Truly I tell you, just
as you did not do it to one of the least of these, you did not do it to me.’ 46And these will go away
into eternal punishment, but the righteous into eternal life.”
The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.
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SERMON
HYMN OF THE DAY: All Hail the Power of Jesus’ Name! (ELW 634)
All hail the pow’r of Jesus’ Name! Let angels prostrate fall;
Bring forth the royal diadem, And crown Him Lord of all!
Bring forth the royal diadem, And crown Him Lord of all!
Ye chosen seed of Israel’s race, Ye ransomed from the fall,
Hail Him Who saves you by His grace, And crown Him Lord of all!
Hail Him Who saves you by His grace, And crown Him Lord of all!
Let every kindred, every tribe, On this terrestrial ball,
To Him all majesty ascribe, And crown Him Lord of all!
To Him all majesty ascribe, And crown Him Lord of all!
Oh, that with yonder sacred throng, We at His feet may fall!
We’ll join the everlasting song, And crown Him Lord of all!
We’ll join the everlasting song, And crown Him Lord of all!
APOSTLES CREED
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting.
Amen.
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
Longing for Christ’s reign to come among us, we pray for the outpouring of God’s power on the
church, the world, and all in need.
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Sovereign of all, train our ears to hear your cry in the needs of those around us. Bless all social
ministries of the church through which we seek to serve others as we ourselves have been
served. We pray for leaders throughout the whole Church: for our church-wide bishop,
Elizabeth, and our local bishop, William. Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
You cause rain to fall on the just and unjust alike. Direct our use of creation to provide for the
needs of all people in ways that are sustainable for the earth. Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
Bring peace to every place where conflict rages. Grant opportunities for ending divisions among
us and usher in your reign of unity and reconciliation. We pray for the service women and men
of our country, and for peace-keepers and peace-makers everywhere. Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
Heal the sinful divisions we erect between us and release us from systems of oppression and
prejudice. Restore our capacity to see your image in those whose dignity we have stripped away.
Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
Pour out the gifts of your Spirit on children and youth throughout the church. Sustain those who
work in children’s ministry, youth ministry, and campus ministry as they nurture the gifts of
young people. Continue to guide the work of our LEAD journey: for the community partners your
Spirit has led us to, and for the deepening of a relationship with our neighbor. Lord, in your
mercy,
hear our prayer.
Be present with what remains in our hearts and minds, and share what we need to hear. Listen
to us as we offer these additional prayers, concerns, and thanksgivings to you — with our voices,
in our hearts, and within this space… Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
Thank you for saints now departed who fed the hungry, clothed the naked, and tended to the
sick. Inspire us by their example, that we may see your presence in those in need around us.
Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
Receive our prayers in the name of Jesus Christ our Savior, until that day when you gather all
creation around your throne where you will reign forever and ever.
Amen.
PEACE
The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.
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MEAL
PREPARING THE TABLE
If you will be joining in sharing the Meal of Holy Communion in your own home, now is the
opportunity to prepare your home table with bread and cup.
GATHERING AROUND THE TABLE
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.
THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE
Holy God, our Bread of life, our Table, and our Food,
you created a world in which all might be satisfied by your abundance.
You dined with Abraham and Sarah, promising them life,
and fed your people Israel with manna from heaven.
You sent your Son to eat with sinners and to become food for the world.
In the night in which he was betrayed,
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,
and gave it for all to drink, saying:
This cup is the new covenant in my blood,
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.
Remembering, therefore, his life given for us and his rising from the grave,
we await his coming again to share with us the everlasting feast.
By your Spirit nurture and sustain us with this meal:
strengthen us to serve all in hunger and want,
and by this bread and cup make of us the body of your Son.
Through him all glory and honor is yours,
Almighty Father, with the Holy Spirit,
in your holy Church, both now and forever.
Amen.
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LORD’S PRAYER
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us.
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.
INVITATION TO COMMUNION
Come to the banquet table where Christ gives himself as food and drink.
SHARING THE MEAL
If you are sharing in the Meal of Holy Communion by yourself or with others in your home, use the
words “The body of Christ, given for you.” as you share the bread with one another, and “The blood of
Christ, shed for you.” as you share the cup. You may choose to dip your bread into the cup, or to
consume the bread and then drink from the cup.
If you are not sharing in the Meal today, please join in reflection and prayer as the music is offered,
until we all gather back together.
REFLECTION SONG: What a Beautiful Name by Ben Fielding & Brooke Ligertwood
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
Let us pray. Lord Jesus, in this simple meal you have set a banquet. Sustain us on the journey,
strengthen us to care for the least of your beloved children, and give us glad and generous hearts
as we meet you on the way.
Amen.

SENDING
ANNOUNCEMENTS
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BLESSING
The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy.
The Lord look upon you with favor and ☩ give you peace.
Amen.

SENDING SONG: Soon and Very Soon (ELW 439)
Soon and very soon we are going to see the king
Soon and very soon we are going to see the king
Soon and very soon we are going to see the king
Hallelujah hallelujah, We are going to see the king
No more crying there, we are going to see the king
No more crying there, we are going to see the king
No more crying there, we are going to see the king
Hallelujah hallelujah, We are going to see the king
No more dying there, we are going to see the king
No more dying there, we are going to see the king
No more dying there, we are going to see the king
Hallelujah hallelujah, We are going to see the king
Soon and very soon we are going to see the king
Soon and very soon we are going to see the king
Soon and very soon we are going to see the king
Hallelujah hallelujah, We are going to see the king
Hallelujah hallelujah, We are going to see the king
DISMISSAL
Go in peace. Serve the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
______________________________________________________________________________________
OFFERING
God has given us so much! The Offering is the opportunity for us to share some of those gifts for
the work of the church and the needs of the world. Thank you for your generosity!
We encourage you to contribute your offering to help sharing in the ongoing mission and work
of the church through making an online offering at www.stpaulslutherville.org. You can also mail
your offerings in to the church office - we have a secured mailbox which is checked regularly.
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COPYRIGHTS
Portions of the liturgy and hymns are from Sundays and Seasons.com © 2020 Augsburg
Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress liturgies license
#SAS012371.
Additional music included in this worship service is covered under CCLI license #1592054,
expiration December 31, 2020.
______________________________________________________________________________________
TODAY’S WORSHIP LEADERS
Thank you for helping to lead our worship service this morning!
Reader, First Lesson
Reader, Psalm
Reader, Second Lesson
Prayer Leader
Contemporary Musician, Guitar

Elton Knupp
Penny Graf
Elton Knupp
Penny Graf
Steve Dooley

- 10 -

