January 2021

Because a number of you are still waiting on your Epiphany stars to make their way to you, I thought I
would use this space to reprint my pastoral letter included in that mailing as my message to begin this new
year.
Coming to the close of what I would imagine being one of the most difficult years for many of us, personally and pastorally I have been resonating with the namesake of our church more and more in these
days. If you’ve read some of St. Paul’s letters, you see a similarity in the way he begins many of them: he
speaks to these churches from afar, reminding them of his and God’s love for their particular community, how he prays for them, and how he is grateful for them. For example, here is the beginning of his letter to the Philippians (1:1-6):
1Paul

and Timothy, servants of Christ Jesus, To all the saints in Christ Jesus who are in Philippi, with the
bishops and deacons: 2Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.

3I

thank my God every time I remember you, 4constantly praying with joy in every one of my prayers for all
of you, 5because of your sharing in the gospel from the first day until now. 6I am confident of this, that the
one who began a good work among you will bring it to completion by the day of Jesus Christ.

One could replace Paul with Pastor Ed, and Philippi with Lutherville, and you’d have the letter from me
to you, St. Paul’s Lutheran Church in Lutherville, MD.
Coming through a very different Christmas season, I so missed that we were not able to be together in
the familiar ways to share in the love and gratitude for one another. I missed the music, the fellowship,
the camaraderie, and the evangelical outreach. And yet, I am grateful for the new ways we celebrated
the gift of Jesus coming among us, the openness of gathering in new ways, and the care to keep one another safe so we can celebrate together again in the future.
While we would normally receive our Epiphany stars in worship when we celebrate the Feast of the
Epiphany (this year on January 3, 2021), because so many of us gather online for our primary worship
time, we wanted to provide you with these gifts nonetheless. The words on the stars come from St.
Paul’s writing about the Fruits of the Spirit in Galatians 5:22-23 – I’d invite you to find a Bible and ponder all these words, but especially the one that will be yours for this year. As you follow Jesus, may this
intention be your guiding star for the hope and promise of 2021.
May God’s grace continue to be with and guide you, my friends. Please be in touch with me if there’s anything I or the leaders of St. Paul’s can do to support you and those whom you love. I am grateful for
your care, faithfulness, generosity, and spirit for St. Paul’s and the wider community we serve.
In Christ, Pastor Ed
______________________________________________________________________________________________________
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2021 Offering Envelopes
2020 payments towards the mortgage with
Mission Investment Fund (MIF) total
$89,916.00, which includes $47,408.12 towards the principal of the mortgage and
$42,507.88 in interest.

2020 income raised by the Creative Fundraising Committee: $1,987. This amount
will be paid towards the principal of the
mortgage with MIF in January 2021.

For those who use paper envelopes for your giving,
they have arrived and are ready for distribution! A couple of ways you can get your hands on them:
Drive-In Worship
Pick-up from Office - Contact the church office by
phone (410-252-3768) or e-mail, and the Office Admins will place your box in the hallway for contactless
pickup. Office hours are Mon-Fri from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m.
Please call before you come to the office, and do not
come into the office suite with your own key so we can
continue to maintain a safe office space for our staff.
Request Delivery - If you would like to have your envelopes brought to you, please e-mail Pastor Ed for this
request. Deliveries will begin next week.

What Does Your Offering Help to Support?
What does our offering pay for? Each month we highlight bills paid here at St. Paul’s to help
members better understand our costs.
Last month we paid $1,045.21 for the office copier lease and $75.79 for dumpster pickup service.
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How To Worship On Sundays
A Preparing for Worship email is sent on Saturday mornings with the specific links and bulletins for each
service for download.
9:00 a.m. Outdoor Worship
A drive-in worship service in our parking lot, where you stay in your car to listen over your FM radio,
with live leadership on the lawn in front of Spangler Hall. This is an interactive Service of Word and Table with live accompaniment from Elaine Lindsay on the organ, playing hymns from our ELW hymnal. Worshippers must sign-up in advance through our website or by calling the church office, and
agree to follow safety and social distancing provisions. When you arrive, please put on your mask to
exit your car and stop at the entrance table to pick-up pre-packaged Communion elements, and hold
onto them until we share in the sacrament together.
11:00 a.m. Digital Worship
A digital service streamed through Facebook Live and the homepage of our St. Paul's website, which is
available throughout the rest of the week or after 12:30 p.m. by our phone call-in service (443-9523768). This is a full Service of the Word with musical accompaniment from Steve Dooley on guitar from
a variety of musical genres. We celebrate Holy Communion during this service as well – please see our
website for more information to prepare your heart and home for sharing in this sacrament.

Tuesday Bible Study
Our Bible study continues by meeting online over Zoom (videoconferencing) on Tuesdays at 12:30 p.m.
and continuing each Tuesday midday throughout the month. Please see the weekly newsletter for the
information to connect over phone or computer, along with the upcoming readings that we will be
studying.

Our Special Offering for January is Mar-Lu-Ridge
Mar-Lu-Ridge campers enjoy faith-based activities such as Bible study, outdoor worship, education and
group activities. Here campers can quiet the noise of distraction so to feel what we all so desperately
need--a deep, knowing of Christ through the lens of Scripture. All ages engage in cooperative learning in
a safe and hands-on environment that builds confidence along with an understanding of what it means
to live as a community in Christ.
Mar-Lu-Ridge, a year-round outdoor ministry of the Evangelical Lutheran Church, is private/closed to
the general public. All guests and campers must be registered and Mar-Lu-Ridge limits the number of
people on site. Outdoor self-guided activities, maps and signs assist in hiking and defining play areas.
Our special offering for January will allow Mar-Lu-Ridge to strategize and plan for COVID-19 precautions. Mar-Lu-Ridge will continue to develop new disciples and build a community for generations to
come. Please be generous with your special offering envelopes or electronically give and indicate it is
for Mar-Lu-Ridge. Thank you!
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Praying for Our Community
(as of January 2, 2021)
John Abe, Gavin Adams, Marian Allwardt, Connie & Gary Anderson, Karen Bailey, Joan Bannon, John
Becker, Terri Bogle Smith, Stacy Bonsall, Jacob Badford, Ed Brigham, Abbey Brown, Russell Brown, Nick
Burke, John Bussey, Slade Caltrider, Emma June Carey, Lisa Carmondy, Alice Carter, Monica Christopher, Sara Coman, Pat Crutchfield, Rob and Marie, Dawn Dawson, Rebecca Douglas, Ellen, Gloria
Engnoth, Doris Ernst, Joe Feinour, Christine Ferciot, Jeffrey Flasch, Karin Fletcher, Joe Galvin, Hannah
Ghassemi, Joanne Gordan, Colleen Grammer, Sara Griffiths, Anita Grooms, Dave Grooms, Jennifer
Heavner, Douglas Heibel, Sharen Hernandez, Janice Hill, Ralph Hoffmeister, Holly, Matt Housley, Annette Howard, Shelley Hughes-Shank, Dewey Hyle, Dana Jackson, Rachel Jackson, Chuck Jones, Kari &
Chris, Rick Kaser, Kendall Kelly, Lucy Koch, Sharon Leggin, Nancy Leginbill, Hannah Lindsay, Suzanne
Lindsay, Linda, the Lopez family, Kathy Manning, Sandra Manning, Rose Marcin, Luke Markins, Ray
Mattingly, Jaxson McFadden, Quinn Tanner Meeker, Melinda, Ryan Merieng, Jennifer Merriman, Terry
Miller, Wayne Minardi, Janice Moore, Donna, Mike, & Sam Nagrabski, Adeline Nason, Lisa Nickles, Mary
& Richard Petrocci, Gayle Pickhardt, Joe Polizzi, Karen Preston, Doug R., R. Dolores Radek, Donna,
George & Gloria Ramos, Sara Reynolds, Alice Ann Robertson-Colton, Robin V., Mary Rollins, Alexander
Russo, Noreen Rysticken, Rose Schmidt, Tie Shavers, Carlton Shea, Marianna Shea, Jennifer Sherfey,
Dolores Sherlock, Daniel Smith, the Rev. Dr. Nelson Strobet, Linda Surdel, Trish Tanner, Austin Taylor,
Dee Taylor, Renate Taylor, Lori Testerman, James G. Thomas, Lloyd Tinker, Erin Valentine, Jamie Warren, Shannon Wollman, Dee Zimmer

A Wholehearted Thank You from the Social Ministry Committee
The congregation of St. Paul’s embraced, with incredible generosity, the four Holiday Giving projects
that the Social Ministry Committee proposed this year. With four separate projects, everyone had the
opportunity to participate. Three of the projects benefitted ACTC, supporting our commitment to them
as a congregation.
Warm Kids: 26 new children’s coats were donated to ACTC! The coats were sized from 3T to 18, all
colors and styles, but all really warm. Some had fleece linings, hoods, some quilted and some trimmed
in fur. There also were two huge, huge bags of children’s hats (a few with unicorn horns and others
with monster horns) all warm and colorful. The bags also contained hundreds of warm children’s
gloves, mittens and scarves.
Warm Families and Neighbors: Many gently used adult coats were taken to the ACTC donation sites
along with blankets and a few sleeping bags. These will all help keep our homeless community and
neighbors in need warm this winter.
The Children’s G.I.F.T. Hour: The G.I.F.T. Hour children and their families adopted a family in need
with four children and their Mom identified by ACTC. They chose from a list of toys and clothing the
children wanted/needed and purchased Christmas gifts for them and gift cards for the Mom. ACTC
added food for the holiday and along with the brightly wrapped presents enabled the family to enjoy a
merry Christmas.
Food for Thought: Through the generosity of a congregational family, 20 students from Dulaney High
School were each given a $25 gift card to Giant Foods. See the Food for Thought article on page 5 for
more details.
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Food for Thought
Last week 20 Christmas bags containing cookies, candy canes and a $25 Giant Gift Card were delivered
to Dulaney High School's Social Worker for the Food for Thought students. We thank this Social Worker
for taking her time to make sure these students know that we at St. Paul's are thinking of them during
this challenging time.
We also thank all of you who contribute to this program when we are able to bring in the items needed
to fill up those weekly backpacks for these students and their families. Our gratitude to the anonymous
donors that provided the gift cards for this Christmas project. They are certainly appreciated and your
kindness has touched their hearts.
Our last backpacks were delivered to Dulaney in March, and since then we have not been able to help
these students due to the challenges of COVID-19. BUT, the students have been receiving one $50 Gift
Card per month to help them with purchasing groceries, provided by the Food for Thought Organization. Although this may not cover all of their needs, it certainly does help! The Social Worker has also
provided them with lists of sites where they may receive free meals as well as groceries close to
them. One of these places is ACTC, which St. Paul's continues to support.
You may have noticed that the numbers have changed since COVID, as there are now 20 families who
need help instead of the 11 we had in March. At this time we are not sure just how we may be able to
help when things improve but feel confident that our St. Paul's Community will continue to show their
generous support when called upon.
Thank you St. Paul's on behalf of these students and their families for your willingness to help and show
God's love to those in need.
Blessings,
Anita Grooms & Wanda Bagent, Co-Chairs for Food For Thought

Many Thanks
Dear St. Paul’s,
A heartfelt thank you for the many cards received after the passing of our mother/mother-in-law, Jean
Kerns. Thank you to all those that made a donation to the church in her memory. A special thank you to
Pastor Ed for visiting hospice, his prayers, phone calls and for leading the funeral service. It is comforting to have your church family surround you with love and support during this difficult time.
Mother will be greatly missed, but we take comfort in knowing she is at peace with her Lord, her husband and family members.
Thank you,
Lois Jean and Steve West
***********************************************************************
Baltimore Lutheran Campus Ministry sent us a thank you letter for our donation of $540. This money
will be used to continue their important ministry of witnessing to the love and hope of Jesus on local
college campuses. We also received a thank you note from Moveable Feast for our gift of $225 to support their mission to provide nutritious meals to critically ill Marylanders.
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Happy Birthday!
Have we missed someone? If your birthday is this month and you don’t see your name here, please let
the church office know (410-252-3768 or office@stpaulslutherville.org).
1/1 Adam Schweitzer
1/3 Mike Nagrabski
1/3 Victor Brick
1/3 Paula Kowalewski
1/3 Jerry Wilson
1/4 Luke Schwengel
1/4 Catherine Stevens
1/6 Laura Maas
1/7 Ruth Fowble
1/7 Diane Bogdan
1/10 Ralph Hoffmeister
1/10 Sheila Carpenter
1/11 Kate Prender
1/13 Andrew Fodel
1/13 Claire Kowalewski
1/13 Neil Robinson
1/15 Aphy Liebno
1/18 Zach Potter

1/19
1/19
1/20
1/21
1/22
1/23
1/23
1/24
1/24
1/24
1/24
1/24
1/25
1/25
1/25
1/28
1/28
1/28

Anna Heider
Eleanor Alexander
Joe Abe
Albert Long
Debbie Devan
Ryan Forster
Pat Robinson
Bruce Betz
Wayne Harman
April Kerns
Julie Reh
Brittany Tracey-Carey
Pete Koehler
Susan Lilly
Sonya Salter
Dave Dougherty
Nancy Forno
Ted Karmann

1/29 Susan Foose
1/31 James Psoras
Happy Anniversary!
1/2 Tom & Penny Graf
1/12 Bill & Sue Gardner
Congratulations!
Those Who Grieve
The family and friends of
Dolores Patten
The family and friends of
Christine Bennett, Pastor Ed’s
former mother-in-law

Fourth Annual Soup-er Fundraiser
For the fourth year in a row the Creative Fundraising Committee will be making mouthwatering homemade soups for purchase leading up to Super Bowl Sunday. Preordered soup will be ready for pick up
at the back entrance of Spangler Hall on Saturday, February 6, the day before Super Bowl Sunday, from
10-1 p.m. or 4-7 p.m.
The following soups, familiar to you all from previous years, will be sold by the quart:
- Chicken Corn Noodle Soup
- Chili
- Split Pea Soup
- Tomato Basil soup
Once again you can enjoy homemade goodness without having to make it yourself. The price for each
quart is $12. To order, you may head to www.stpaulslutherville.org and click on the soup image to order online, or contact Bonnie Murphy . The
deadline for ordering your soup is Sunday, January 31.
Online payments*, checks, or exact cash payments will be accepted in advance or on Saturday, February 6, the day of pickup. Advance payments may be made by mailing or dropping off to the church office, or in the Sunday Drive-In worship offering. All proceeds from this event will go to the church Mortgage Fund. You'll be pleasing your taste buds and tummy while supporting St. Paul's!
*To pay online, go to www.stpaulslutherville.org and click on the "Contribute to St. Paul's" button.
Choose the "Other" section to indicate the amount of your payment, and include "Soup Fundraiser" in
the memo line. If you're paying by credit card, please help us retain all of the funds by choosing to offset the processing fees.
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Health Ministry: A Safe Beginning to 2021
As we begin the month of January and anticipate the cold, snowy, and darker days of winter, it’s prudent to take time for self care. By self care I think of the importance of physical and emotional care.
The winter forces us inside and at times more isolated and sedentary. Both affect us physically and
emotionally. It may be more difficult to be motivated to go out and walk or to get enough exercise. As
we age, balance issues may occur and then there is the ice and snow welcoming us at our doorstep.
Risk factors for falling are poor vision, age, chronic conditions, use of multiple medications, and a history of previous falls. Some suggestions to decrease your risk of falling are:
1. Assess your location. When venturing outside or getting in or out of your car, check to see if the
ground is icy or slippery.
2. Try to allow extra time. Being in a hurry or taking short cuts (carrying all those grocery bags in at
once!) increases the risk of falling.
3. Clear walk ways. This may be particularly difficult if going for a walk in your neighborhood when
not everyone shovels their walkways.
4. Bring your cell phone. If you fall, you will be able to call for help (a neighbor, or family member, or
emergency medical help).
5. If you do fall, take a moment to self-assess. How do you feel?
6. Use your cell phone to call for help if needed.
A final thought is that if you fall, it’s an opportunity to learn from the experience and possibly prevent
falling in the future…. “What was I doing?” and “What could I have done differently?”
Even in winter God provides beauty in our world. The sunrise, the call and activity of birds and other
creatures, and yes the cold air encouraging a brisk but safe walk!

Health Ministry: COVID-19
How to Wash a Cloth Face Covering
With the urging of healthcare providers and local governments during this time of COVID-19, we continue to use masks when out and about. Below is a link to useful information from the CDC about how
to wash and store your face mask properly.
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/prevent-getting-sick/how-to-wash-cloth-facecoverings.html

From the Archives
On April 28, 1970 the Mother and Daughter Dinner was first known to be held, while the most recent
one was held May 10, 2004. Other dinners included French Night, Father and Son Dinner, Fastnacht,
International Night, Bright Pub Party, Greek Night, German Night, Evening in Russia, Irish Night, Octoberfest, Western Night, Italian Night, Hawaiian Luau, and Motown Dinner. Ron Garman Archivist
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