February 2021

As is the case for most Februarys each year, Ash Wednesday arrives and ushers in the season of Lent.
It’s one of my favorite church seasons because of the focus on simplicity and introspection into the nature of our own humanity. Of course, in this pandemic season, Ash Wednesday and Lent will look different this year.
In marking the holy day of Ash Wednesday on February 17, we’ll celebrate this through a Drive-In service at 4 p.m. and a Digital service at 7 p.m. But neither of these services will include the imposition of
ashes this year. One of the central rites within the service, we receive an ashen mark of a cross on our
foreheads, hearkening us back our mortality framed in the story of creation from Genesis: “Remember
you are dust, and to dust you shall return.”
A 2018 worship resource from the ELCA notes this about the symbolism of ashes:
 Using ashes as a sign of repentance is an ancient practice, often mentioned in the Bible (e.g., Jonah 3:5-9; Job 42:6; Jeremiah 6:26; Matthew 11:21). The early Christians adopted the use of
ashes from Jewish practice as an external mark of penitence.
 Ashes remind us of God's condemnation of sin, as God said to Adam, "Dust you are and to dust
you shall return" (Genesis 3:19).
 Ashes suggest cleansing and renewal. They were used anciently in the absence of soap. Even on
Ash Wednesday, this most penitential day, we receive ashes in the form of the cross, the same
symbol placed on our bodies with water in our baptism. Even in this ashen mark of death, we
anticipate the new life of Easter.
 Ashes remind us of the shortness of human life, for it is said as we are buried into the ground or
as ashes are placed in a columbarium, "We commit this body to the ground; earth to earth, ashes
to ashes, dust to dust” (Evangelical Lutheran Worship, p. 284).
 Ashes are a symbol of our need to repent, confess our sins, and return to God.
Imposing ashes is also a close, intimate act, and one that our Synod, wider church, and numerous ecumenical councils are recommending suspending in the midst of the pandemic. Within the mailed copy of
this Bellringer, and also available for pickup at the 4 p.m. Ash Wednesday service, is a packet of ashes to
mix and impose within your household. My encouragement is to begin Ash Wednesday with mixing the
ashes with a few drops of olive oil (never use water) and use the words on the enclosed card to mark
yourself and others with a cross on the forehead. While the way we experience this holy day might be
different this year, we can still enter into the season with reverence and awe nonetheless.
(continued on page 3)
______________________________________________________________________________________________________

“The purpose of St. Paul’s Evangelical Lutheran Church is to share
the good news of Jesus Christ through worship, discipleship, and service.”
The Rev. Dr. Edward N. Kay, Pastor

www.stpaulslutherville.org

410-252-3768

Your 2021 Congregation Council Leaders
Executive Committee (officers):
Ann Kerns
President
Pete Koehler
Vice President
Karen Shea
Treasurer
Penny Graf
Secretary
Committee Representatives:
Steve Bagent
Creative Fundraising and
Social Ministry
Aimee Green
Worship & Music
Ann Kerns
Gifts & Memorials
Pete Koehler
Property (Chair)
Kristi Kresslein
Preschool Liaison (Chair)
Lloyd McDonald
Kristen Mellecker
LEAD Team
Tony South
Finance Committee (Chair)
Pam Taylor
Congregational Care

Financial Update
As we move to close our financial records for 2020, the Finance Committee would like to thank and
commend our congregation on the financial results that were realized by our church in 2020. Going
to press, our financial reports for 2020 were close to being completed. (It should be noted that as of
mid-January, the church was still receiving 2020 offerings mailed well before the end of December.)
The preliminary financial report for December shows that regular offerings will total more than
$394,000 for the year, which is just $1,000 less than the amount received in 2019. While we are still
projected to run a deficit for the year due in large part to the reduction in income from the preschool
and the 10 month absence of income from the rental of our facilities, our committee thinks it is extraordinary to have realized the level of offerings received during this pandemic year.

What Does Your Offering Help to Support?
What does our offering pay for? Each month we highlight bills paid
here at St. Paul’s to help members better understand our costs.
Last month we paid $297.81 total for two water bills and $433 for
annual music copyright fees.

2021 payments towards the
mortgage with Mission Investment Fund (MIF) total
$7,493.00, which includes
$3,985.60 towards the principal of the mortgage and
$3,507.40 in interest.

Tuesday Bible Study
Our Bible study continues by meeting online over Zoom (videoconferencing) on Tuesdays at 12:30 p.m.
and continuing each Tuesday midday throughout the month. Please see the weekly newsletter for details to connect over phone or computer, along with the upcoming readings that we will be studying.
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(continued from page 1)
Continuing into Lent, beginning on Wednesday, February 24, and continuing on the Wednesdays in
March from 7 p.m. – 8 p.m., you are invited to join in conversation and learning through a video series
from our Synod’s Racial Justice Ministry Team. Each week, we will begin gathered in a Zoom space,
pause to watch the video for that week, and then engage in some conversation together. You can
choose to come for one, or make a commitment for the whole midweek season – keep watch in the
Wednesday newsletters and our website for more information.
I hope you’ll join with me in these holy places and spaces to begin Lent together once again this year.
In Christ,
Pastor Ed

How To Worship On Sundays
A Preparing for Worship email is sent on Saturday mornings with the specific links and bulletins for each
service for download.
9:00 a.m. Outdoor Worship
A drive-in worship service in our parking lot, where you stay in your car to listen over your FM radio,
with live leadership on the lawn in front of Spangler Hall. This is an interactive Service of Word and Table with live accompaniment from Elaine Lindsay on the organ, playing hymns from our ELW hymnal. Worshippers must sign-up in advance through our website or by calling the church office, and
agree to follow safety and social distancing provisions. When you arrive, please put on your mask to
exit your car and stop at the entrance table to pick-up pre-packaged Communion elements, and hold
onto them until we share in the sacrament together.
11:00 a.m. Digital Worship
A digital service streamed through Facebook Live and the homepage of our St. Paul's website, which is
available throughout the rest of the week or after 12:30 p.m. by our phone call-in service (443-9523768). This is a full Service of the Word with musical accompaniment from Steve Dooley on guitar from
a variety of musical genres. We celebrate Holy Communion during this service as well – please see our
website for more information to prepare your heart and home for sharing in this sacrament.

Congregational Conversation
Our congregational leadership invites you to a congregational conversation together on Sunday,
February 28, at 12:30 p.m. over Zoom. We are going to wait to officially hold the second half of our annual meeting until after Easter, so this is an opportunity to see one another, hear about the ending of
the 2020 fiscal year, and field questions and topics of conversation. Please plan to join us by computer,
tablet, smartphone, or call in for this important time together!
To join over Zoom with the app on your device, enter Meeting ID: 914 4068 8051 and Passcode:
964453. To call in, dial (301) 715-8592 and enter Meeting ID: 914 4068 8051 and Passcode: 964453. If
you have any questions or topics of conversation, please be in touch with our Council President, Ann
Kerns, or with Pastor Ed.
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Praying for Our Community
(as of January 20, 2021)
John Abe, Gavin Adams, Marian Allwardt, Connie & Gary Anderson, Karen Bailey, Joan Bannon, John
Becker, Terri Bogle Smith, Stacy Bonsall, Jacob Badford, Ed Brigham, Abbey Brown, Russell Brown, Nick
Burke, John Bussey, Slade Caltrider, Emma June Carey, Lisa Carmondy, Alice Carter, Monica Christopher, Sara Coman, Pat Crutchfield, Rob and Marie, Dawn Dawson, Rebecca Douglas, Ellen, Gloria
Engnoth, Doris Ernst, Joe Feinour, Christine Ferciot, Jeffrey Flasch, Karin Fletcher, Joan Franklin, Joe
Galvin, Hannah Ghassemi, Joanne Gordan, Colleen Grammer, Sara Griffiths, Anita Grooms, Dave Grooms,
Jennifer Heavner, Douglas Heibel, Sharen Hernandez, Janice Hill, Ralph Hoffmeister, Holly, Matt Housley, Annette Howard, Shelley Hughes-Shank, Dewey Hyle, Dana Jackson, Rachel Jackson, Chuck Jones,
Kari & Chris, Rick Kaser, Kendall Kelly, Lucy Koch, Sharon Leggin, Nancy Leginbill, Hannah Lindsay, Suzanne Lindsay, Linda, the Lopez family, Kathy Manning, Sandra Manning, Rose Marcin, Luke Markins,
Jaxson McFadden, Quinn Tanner Meeker, Melinda, Ryan Merieng, Jennifer Merriman, Terry Miller,
Wayne Minardi, Janice Moore, Donna, Mike, & Sam Nagrabski, Adeline Nason, Lisa Nickles, Mary & Richard Petrocci, Gayle Pickhardt, Joe Polizzi, Karen Preston, Doug R., R. Dolores Radek, Donna, George &
Gloria Ramos, Sara Reynolds, Alice Ann Robertson-Colton, Robin V., Mary Rollins, Alexander Russo,
Noreen Rysticken, Rose Schmidt, Tie Shavers, Carlton Shea, Marianna Shea, Jennifer Sherfey, Dolores
Sherlock, Daniel Smith, the Rev. Dr. Nelson Strobet, Linda Surdel, Trish Tanner, Austin Taylor, Dee Taylor, Renate Taylor, Lori Testerman, James G. Thomas, Lloyd Tinker, Erin Valentine, Jamie Warren, Shannon Wollman, Dee Zimmer
Those Living with Covid-19: Hugh, Mercedes, Jan, John, Kent

Our Special Offering for February is Assistance Center
of Towson Churches (ACTC)
Say Yes, I want to help ACTC get people in need the food they need.
The Assistance Center of Towson Churches (ACTC) is our community partner in developing and implementing local solutions. They give emergency assistance including food and eviction and utility cutoff
intervention. ACTC breaks down biases, mobilizes volunteers and fosters trust in families struggling
with hunger, homelessness and other gaps in basic needs.
We believe that partnering with ACTC maximizes our shared ability to feed God's children and to provide more sustainable food pantries, lunches and pre-packed grocery bags. Especially now, ACTC connects with those experiencing homelessness with hope. How can someone "shelter-in-place" when
there is no place to go or no secure shelter to trust? Your donation directly helps to provide limited financial assistance for those facing eviction or gas/electric cut-off.
Say Yes, I want to help ACTC feed and support our neighbors. Please be generous with your special offering envelopes or electronically give and indicate it is for the Assistance Center of Towson Churches. Thank you!
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Social Ministry: Baking Casseroles for Our Daily Bread
For 25 years St. Paul’s volunteers have baked casseroles for Our Daily Bread Soup Kitchen (ODB) which
is run by Catholic Charities. Over the years the Social Ministry Committee has coordinated this program
delivering St. Paul’s casseroles to downtown Baltimore each month. ODB has grown to serve over 700
homeless individuals and families living in poverty providing them a hot sit-down lunch each day with
casseroles baked by St. Paul’s and many other area churches. Last February due to the pandemic they
had to stop those lunches, and we stopped baking.
Now we are happy to restart the program at St. Paul’s. ODB is handing out warm boxed lunches that
include a serving of casserole. We are looking for bakers willing to prepare a casserole every third
month on a rotating basis. You would follow an easy chicken and rice recipe baked in a foil pan supplied by the church. If you would like to be a casserole baker, we welcome you! Please read the information below.


#1 Respond to Susan Foose that you want to participate at.(contact.office.).



You will receive an email from Susan the month before you are scheduled to bake
with the recipe, how to cover, freeze, label the casserole and the date and times to
deliver it to the rear of Spangler.



If you will prepare a casserole that month, you need to confirm to Susan so we know
how many casseroles to expect. If you don’t respond to her, she will move you to the
next month.



The foil pans will be available each week at the 9 a.m. drive-in service and in the
church office hallway.



You will bring the prepared baked and frozen casserole to the rear of Spangler Hall
on the scheduled date and times. If you don’t have room to freeze your casserole,
make sure it is well refrigerated before delivering to Spangler Hall.

If you would like any other information about the casseroles, please contact Anne South, Social Ministry Committee Chair.
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Happy Birthday!
Have we missed someone? If your birthday is this month and you don’t see your name here, please let
the church office know (410-252-3768 or office@stpaulslutherville.org).
2/1 Hunter Dase
2/5 Nancy Baker
2/5 Nora Kay
2/5 Kathleen Shaffer
2/6 Sue Bounds
2/7 Gary Brown
2/10 Sue Wilkening Gardner
2/11 David Molldrem
2/12 Allison Harris
2/13 Barbara Abdulwohab
2/13 Bonnie Murphy
2/16 Ava Blomgren

2/18
2/18
2/19
2/19
2/20
2/21
2/22
2/24
2/25
2/25
2/25
2/26

Jamie Brown, Jr.
Stephen Molldrem
Ellie Pugh
Noel Alexander
Alison Clemmens
Joe Salter
Maddi Macechko
Josie Brock
David Frederick
Laura Landefeld
Samuel Reh
Ben Proctor

2/26
2/26
2/26
2/27
2/27

Kristofer Lohn
Barbara Dougherty
Melissa Tanner
Eric Shea
Kelly Wilson
Those Who Grieve

The family and friends of
Al Bimbiras, David Schweitzer's
brother-in-law

Fourth Annual Soup-er Fundraiser
For the fourth year in a row the Creative Fundraising Committee will be making mouthwatering homemade soups for purchase leading up to Super Bowl Sunday. Preordered soup will be ready for pick up
at the back entrance of Spangler Hall on Saturday, February 6, the day before Super Bowl Sunday, from
10-1 p.m. or 4-7 p.m.
The following soups, familiar to you all from previous years, will be sold by the quart:
- Chicken Corn Noodle Soup

- Chili

- Split Pea Soup

- Tomato Basil Soup

Once again you can enjoy homemade goodness without having to make it yourself. The price for each
quart is $12. To order, you may head to www.stpaulslutherville.org and click on the soup image to order online, or contact Bonnie Murphy at 410-560-6175 or email her at getbonnie@verizon.net. The
deadline for ordering your soup is Sunday, January 31.
Online payments*, checks, or exact cash payments will be accepted in advance or on Saturday, February
6, the day of pickup. Advance payments may be made by mailing or dropping off to the church office, or
in the Sunday Drive-In worship offering. All proceeds from this event will go to the church Mortgage
Fund. You'll be pleasing your taste buds and tummy while supporting St. Paul's!
*To pay online, go to www.stpaulslutherville.org and click on the "Contribute to St. Paul's" button.
Choose the "Other" section to indicate the amount of your payment, and include "Soup Fundraiser" in
the memo line. If you're paying by credit card, please help us retain all of the funds by choosing to offset
the processing fees.

From the Archives
For many years someone started fires in the church. No the church never burned down. Kindling wood
was set on fire in the furnace which heated coal which then heated the church. The coal was bought
from various places including Wheeler W. Boyce who owned the Lutherville Lumber Co. Wheeler was a
Council member during the 1940’s.
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Health Ministry: Heart Health
For many years the American Heart Association has sponsored a day of awareness for women and
heart disease. This year, February 5 is “National Wear Red Day,” a day to recognize the impact of heart
disease and how it affects all women.
Facts:
 One in three women dies each year due to cardiovascular disease.
 It is the Number one killer of women.
 Heart disease affects women of all ages.
 Many women experience different symptoms than men when having a heart attack. These are:
shortness of breath, dizziness, nausea and vomiting, back or jaw pain or extreme fatigue.
Besides a healthy lifestyle of diet and exercise, here are some other important facts to remember:
 What is your Total Cholesterol level?
 What is your blood pressure? < 120/80
 What is your fasting blood sugar level? 100mg/dl
The American Heart Association website www.aha.org and the website www.goredforwomen.org
have resources for self-care and a plan for a healthy heart.
So remember to wear red on February 5, and contact your health care provider for a health assessment
and care for a healthy heart.
(*Information for this article was taken from the website www.goredforwomen.org 01/2021.)

Health Ministry: COVID-19
As we continue to experience social distancing during these winter months, it’s important for everyone,
but especially for our youth to develop or renew opportunities for good physical and mental
health. Here are examples of how students can care for themselves “one small way each day” from the
CDC:
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/downloads/mental-health/Students-Care-forYourself.pdf

Virtual Coffee Hour & Council on the Spot
Join us on the first Sunday of the month, Sunday, February 7, anytime between 10:00 - 10:45 a.m. to
drop in for a Virtual Coffee Hour. Grab your favorite morning beverage, and log in over computer/
device or the phone to see and hear one another in this digital space. We will also have a Council member present and available for a Council on the Spot, when the Zoom host will place you in a breakout
room to share a joy, concern, question, or comment for our leadership. This month, Steve Bagent, will
be on the spot.
To join the Virtual Coffee Hour over Zoom with the app on your device, enter Meeting ID: 882 0244
7588 and Passcode: 819939. To call in, dial (301) 715-8592 and enter Meeting ID: 882 0244 7588 and
Passcode: 819939.
7

St. Paul’s Evangelical Lutheran Church
1609 Kurtz Avenue
Lutherville, MD 21093
RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

8

