Sunday, July 11, 2021

Seventh Sunday after Pentecost
11:00 a.m. Sanctuary Worship

Welcome to our sanctuary worship service. If you haven’t already done so, take a moment to
check-in on social media to share that you are here before silencing any electronic devices,
and breathe a bit to center yourself before we begin.
Directions from the pastor will invite you to stand or “rise in body or spirit” for that section,
also indicated by an asterisk. Our digital assembly may choose to rise or remain seated.

For Our Digital Worship Assembly
Participation: You can find everything you need to participate in the service within the
Facebook video description or alongside our website homepage. If you’re joining the live feed
through Facebook, comment to “say hello” and connect with one another. Feel free to use the
“share” button and to help spread the reach of our ministry. If you are joining at the Table to
celebrate Communion this day, please have your bread and wine close at hand.
Offering: In addition to sending your gifts to the church, you may also choose to give your
offering gift electronically at www.stpaulslutherville.org. Thank you for your generosity!

For Our In-Person Worship Assembly
Social Distancing: Please wear your mask throughout the service, other than briefly removing
it to commune when directed by the Pastor. Remain in your space throughout the service, but
if you need to leave your seat, please be aware of your proximity to others, keeping at least 6’
of distance as much as possible.
Restrooms: The bathrooms outside the Wilkening Room are available for one person at a
time (parents may accompany children if needed) - please use the signage on the door to
indicate if/when that restroom is occupied. Please give one another space in navigating
around the hallway.
Offering: An offering plate is at both doors in the worship space, where you may place your
gifts as you come or go from the service. You may also choose to give your offering gift
electronically at www.stpaulslutherville.org. Thank you for your generosity!
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GATHERING
WELCOME
PRELUDE: New Britain - Greg Sewell
*RINGING OF THE BELL
Please rise in body or spirit at the ringing of the bell.
*CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, the God of manna, the God of miracles, the God of mercy.
Amen.
Drawn to Christ and seeking God’s abundance, let us confess our sin… God, our provider,
help us. It is hard to believe there is enough to share. We question your ways when they
differ from the ways of the world in which we live. We turn to our own understanding
rather than trusting in you. We take offense at your teachings and your ways.
Turn us again to you. Where else can we turn? Share with us the words of eternal life and
feed us for life in the world. Amen.
Beloved people of God: in Jesus, the manna from heaven, you are fed and nourished. By Jesus, the
worker of miracles, there is always more than enough. Through Jesus, ☩ the bread of life, you
are shown God’s mercy: you are forgiven and loved into abundant life.
Amen.
*GATHERING SONG: Christ is Made the Sure Foundation (ELW 645)
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*GREETING
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with
you all.
And also with you.
*PRAYER OF THE DAY
Let us pray. O God, from you come all holy desires, all good counsels, and all just works. Give to
us, your servants, that peace which the world cannot give, that our hearts may be set to obey
your commandments; and also that we, being defended from the fear of our enemies, may live in
peace and quietness, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
Amen.
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WORD
CHILDREN’S MESSAGE
Children of all ages are welcome to come and gather close to the screen to join in a message just for
them! Any children in the physical worship space are invited to listen from their seats. After we pray
together, all will be invited to rejoin others in body or spirit for the readings of the day.
FIRST READING: 2 Samuel 6:1-5, 12b-19
The ark of the covenant, long a symbol of God’s presence with Israel, is brought into Jerusalem by
David. The entrance of the ark into this new capital city is marked by great rejoicing, and David
himself is the chief dancer.
A reading from Second Samuel.
1David

again gathered all the chosen men of Israel, thirty thousand. 2David and all the people
with him set out and went from Baale-judah, to bring up from there the ark of God, which is
called by the name of the LORD of hosts who is enthroned on the cherubim. 3They carried the ark
of God on a new cart, and brought it out of the house of Abinadab, which was on the hill. Uzzah
and Ahio, the sons of Abinadab, were driving the new cart 4with the ark of God; and Ahio went in
front of the ark. 5David and all the house of Israel were dancing before the LORD with all their
might, with songs and lyres and harps and tambourines and castanets and cymbals.
12bSo David went and brought up the ark of God from the house of Obed-edom to the city of
David with rejoicing; 13and when those who bore the ark of the LORD had gone six paces, he
sacrificed an ox and a fatling. 14David danced before the LORD with all his might; David was
girded with a linen ephod. 15So David and all the house of Israel brought up the ark of the LORD
with shouting, and with the sound of the trumpet.
16As the ark of the LORD came into the city of David, Michal daughter of Saul looked out of the
window, saw King David leaping and dancing before the LORD; and she despised him in her heart.
17They brought in the ark of the LORD, and set it in its place, inside the tent that David had
pitched for it; and David offered burnt offerings and offerings of well-being before the LORD.
18When David had finished offering the burnt offerings and the offerings of well-being, he
blessed the people in the name of the LORD of hosts, 19and distributed food among all the people,
the whole multitude of Israel, both men and women, to each a cake of bread, a portion of meat,
and a cake of raisins. Then all the people went back to their homes.
Word of God, word of life.
Thanks be to God.
SECOND READING: Ephesians 1:3-14
In Jesus, all of God’s plans and purposes have been made known as heaven and earth are united in
Christ. Through Jesus, we have been chosen as God’s children and have been promised eternal
salvation.
A reading from Paul’s letter to the Ephesians.
Paul writes: 3Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us in
Christ with every spiritual blessing in the heavenly places, 4just as God chose us in Christ before
the foundation of the world to be holy and blameless before him in love. 5God destined us for
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adoption as children through Jesus Christ; this was God’s good pleasure and will, 6to the praise of
God’s glorious grace freely bestowed on us in the Beloved. 7In Christ we have redemption
through his blood, the forgiveness of our trespasses, according to the riches of God’s grace
8lavished on us. With all wisdom and insight 9God has made known to us the mystery of the
divine will, according to God’s good pleasure set forth in Christ, 10as a plan for the fullness of
time, to gather up all things in Christ, things in heaven and things on earth. 11In Christ we have
also obtained an inheritance, having been destined according to the purpose of the one who
accomplishes all things according to the divine counsel and will, 12so that we, who were the first
to set our hope on Christ, might live for the praise of God’s glory. 13In Christ you also, when you
had heard the word of truth, the gospel of your salvation, and had believed in him, were marked
with the seal of the promised Holy Spirit; 14this is the pledge of our inheritance toward
redemption as God’s own people, to the praise of God’s glory.
Word of God, word of life.
Thanks be to God.
GOSPEL: Mark 6:14-29
As Jesus and his disciples begin to attract attention, Mark recalls the story of John the Baptist’s
martyrdom. Like John, Jesus and his disciples will also suffer at the hands of those opposed to the
gospel of salvation.
The holy gospel according to Mark.
Glory to you, O Lord.
14King

Herod heard of the disciples’ preaching, for Jesus’ name had become known. Some
were saying, “John the baptizer has been raised from the dead; and for this reason these powers
are at work in him.” 15But others said, “It is Elijah.” And others said, “It is a prophet, like one of
the prophets of old.” 16But when Herod heard of it, he said, “John, whom I beheaded, has been
raised.”
17For Herod himself had sent men who arrested John, bound him, and put him in prison on
account of Herodias, his brother Philip’s wife, because Herod had married her. 18For John had
been telling Herod, “It is not lawful for you to marry your brother’s wife.” 19And Herodias had a
grudge against John, and wanted to kill him. But she could not, 20for Herod feared John, knowing
that he was a righteous and holy man, and he protected him. When Herod heard John, he was
greatly perplexed; and yet he liked to listen to him. 21But an opportunity came when Herod on
his birthday gave a banquet for his courtiers and officers and for the leaders of Galilee. 22When
his daughter Herodias came in and danced, she pleased Herod and his guests; and the king said
to the girl, “Ask me for whatever you wish, and I will give it.” 23And he solemnly swore to her,
“Whatever you ask me, I will give you, even half of my kingdom.” 24She went out and said to her
mother, “What should I ask for?” The mother replied, “The head of John the baptizer.”
25Immediately she rushed back to the king and requested, “I want you to give me at once the
head of John the Baptist on a platter.” 26The king was deeply grieved; yet out of regard for his
oaths and for the guests, he did not want to refuse her. 27Immediately the king sent a soldier of
the guard with orders to bring John’s head. The soldier went and beheaded John in the prison,
28brought his head on a platter, and gave it to the girl. Then the girl gave it to her mother. 29When
John’s disciples heard about it, they came and took his body, and laid it in a tomb.
The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.
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SERMON
*HYMN OF THE DAY: Faith of Our Fathers (ELW 812)
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*APOSTLES CREED
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting.
Amen.
*PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
Let us come before the triune God in prayer. Holy parent, you welcome your people into one
family and gather all things to yourself. Bestow your grace upon your beloved church, lavish
your wisdom upon us, and redeem us from our faults, that by our witness all might praise your
glory. We pray for leaders throughout the whole Church: for our church-wide bishop, Elizabeth,
and our local bishop, William. Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
Awesome Creator, you steadfastly tend to the smallest of seeds and the mightiest of sycamore
trees. Spring up green growth from the earth, nourish the growth of fruit, grain, and other crops,
and bless the work of farmers and laborers. Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
God of the oppressed, turn the ears of those who are in power to the voices of prophets in our
own day. Protect those who speak difficult truths when it is risky to do so. We pray for the
service women and men of our country, and for peace-keepers and peace-makers everywhere.
Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
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God of strength, you are near to those who endure difficulty. Comfort all who are survivors of
violence, guard the refugee and the immigrant, and protect all those who are victims of prejudice
and discrimination. Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
God of love, we pray for this holy house and all those who worship in this space. We pray
especially for those whose efforts behind the scenes often go unnoticed; for those who clean our
spaces, tend to our campus, and steward our buildings; for our office staff, and for all of our
volunteers. Guide the ministry of our LEAD journey: for our community partners and our
neighbors in Lutherville. Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
We thank you, God, for the saints, martyrs, and prophets who have died in the faith. We
remember those in this community who have recently died. United with them as God’s children,
assure us that we are yours forever. Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
God of all places, we pray for what remains in our hearts and minds. Listen to us as we offer
these additional prayers, concerns, and thanksgivings to you — with our voices, in our hearts,
and within this space… Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
We lift our prayers to you, O God, trusting in your abiding grace.
Amen.
PEACE
The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.
You are invited to share the peace with a wave from your seat to those outside of your household
group, and to use a greeting or gesture you would like to share within your group.

MEAL
PREPARING THE TABLE
If you will be joining in sharing the Meal of Holy Communion, now is the opportunity to prepare by
making sure you have what you need close at hand. If you are a part of the In-Person Assembly and
do not have what you need at your seat, please carefully make your way to the entrance to see a
worship host. If you are a part of the Digital Assembly, now is the opportunity to prepare your home
table with bread and cup.
*GATHERING AROUND THE TABLE
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
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Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.
*THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE
Holy God, our Maker, Redeemer, and Healer,
in the harmonious world of your creation, the plants and animals,
the seas and stars were whole and well in your praise.
When sin had scarred the world,
you sent your Son to heal our ills and to form us again into one.
In the night in which he was betrayed,
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,
and gave it for all to drink, saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood,
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.
Remembering, therefore, his acts of healing, his body given up, and his victory over death,
we await that day when all the peoples of the earth
will come to the river to enjoy the tree of life.
Send your Spirit upon us and this meal: as grains scattered on the hillside become one bread,
so let your Church be gathered from the ends of the earth,
that all may be fed with the Bread of life, your Son.
Through him all glory and honor is yours,
Almighty Father, with the Holy Spirit, in your holy Church, both now and forever.
Amen.
*LORD’S PRAYER
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us.
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.
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*INVITATION TO COMMUNION
Christ has set the table with more than enough for all. Come!
SHARING THE MEAL
For our In-Person Assembly sharing in the Meal of Holy Communion, be careful as you peel back the
foil to expose the bread and wine. You may pray or whisper the words “The body of Christ, given for
you.” as you consume the bread, and “The blood of Christ, shed for you.” as you consume the drink.
For our Digital Assembly sharing in the Meal of Holy Communion, you may use the words “The body
of Christ, given for you.” as you share the bread with one another, and “The blood of Christ, shed for
you.” as you share the cup. You may choose to dip your bread into the cup, or to consume the bread
and then drink from the cup.
If you are not sharing in the Meal today, please join in reflection and prayer, until we all regather.
REFLECTION SONG: All Glory Be to God on High - J. G. Walther
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
Let us pray. Jesus, Bread of life, we have received from your table more than we could ever ask.
As you have nourished us in this meal, now strengthen us to love the world with your own life. In
your name we pray.
Amen.

SENDING
ANNOUNCEMENTS
*BLESSING
The blessing of God, who provides for us, feeds us, and journeys with us, ☩ be upon you now and
forever.
Amen.
*SENDING SONG: Just a Closer Walk with Thee (ELW 697)
*DISMISSAL
Go in peace. You are the body of Christ.
Thanks be to God.
POSTLUDE: Prelude and Fugue in C Major - J. S. Bach
______________________________________________________________________________________
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OFFERING
We encourage you to contribute your offering to help sharing in the ongoing mission and work
of the church through making an online offering at www.stpaulslutherville.org. You can also mail
your offerings in to the church office - we have a secured mailbox which is checked regularly.
COPYRIGHTS
Copyrights: Portions of the liturgy and hymns are from Sundays and Seasons.com © 2021
Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress
liturgies license #SAS012371.
Permission to reprint, podcast, and / or stream the music in this service obtained from ONE
LICENSE with license #A-739252. All rights reserved.
Additional music included in this worship service is covered under CCLI license #1592054,
expiration December 31, 2021.
______________________________________________________________________________________
TODAY’S WORSHIP LEADERS
Thank you for helping to lead our worship service this holy day!
Reader, First Lesson
Reader, Second Lesson
Prayer Leader
Traditional Worship Musician

Penny Graf
Penny Graf
Penny Graf
Robin Schaefer

-9-

GATHERING SONG: Christ is Made the Sure Foundation (ELW 645)
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HYMN OF THE DAY: Faith of Our Fathers (ELW 812)

- 11 -

SENDING SONG: Just a Closer Walk with Thee (ELW 697)
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