Sunday, August 1, 2021
Tenth Sunday after Pentecost
11:00 a.m. Sanctuary Worship

Welcome to our sanctuary worship service. If you haven’t already done so, take a moment to
check-in on social media to share that you are here before silencing any electronic devices,
and breathe a bit to center yourself before we begin.
Directions from the pastor will invite you to stand or “rise in body or spirit” for that section,
also indicated by an asterisk. Our digital assembly may choose to rise or remain seated.

For Our Digital Worship Assembly
Participation: You can find everything you need to participate in the service within the
Facebook video description or alongside our website homepage. If you’re joining the live feed
through Facebook, comment to “say hello” and connect with one another. Feel free to use the
“share” button and to help spread the reach of our ministry. If you are joining at the Table to
celebrate Communion this day, please have your bread and wine close at hand.
Offering: In addition to sending your gifts to the church, you may also choose to give your
offering gift electronically at www.stpaulslutherville.org. Thank you for your generosity!

For Our In-Person Worship Assembly
Social Distancing: As a reminder, we are expecting everyone gathered in this space to follow
the social distancing guidelines with which you are familiar: keep at least 6’ distance from
others, wearing a facemask is optional (but strongly encouraged for those not yet
vaccinated), and use hand sanitizer often. You are invited to sing as you wish. Parents, please
keep your children with you within your area for the duration of the service. We encourage
you to keep a facemask with you to be able to honor others who are choosing to wear one
when you greet one another.
Restrooms: The bathrooms outside the Wilkening Room are available for one person at a
time (parents may accompany children if needed) - please use the signage on the door to
indicate the restroom is occupied. Please give one another space in navigating around the
hallway. Masks are required in any of our other buildings, regardless of vaccination status.
Offering: An offering plate is at both doors in the worship space, where you may place your
gifts as you come or go from the service. You may also choose to give your offering gift
electronically at www.stpaulslutherville.org. Thank you for your generosity!
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GATHERING
WELCOME
PRELUDE: Toccata in E Minor - Johann Pachelbel (1653 – 1706)
*RINGING OF THE BELL
Please rise in body or spirit at the ringing of the bell.
*CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, the God of manna, the God of miracles, the God of mercy.
Amen.
Drawn to Christ and seeking God’s abundance, let us confess our sin… God, our provider,
help us. It is hard to believe there is enough to share. We question your ways when they
differ from the ways of the world in which we live. We turn to our own understanding
rather than trusting in you. We take offense at your teachings and your ways.
Turn us again to you. Where else can we turn? Share with us the words of eternal life and
feed us for life in the world. Amen.
Beloved people of God: in Jesus, the manna from heaven, you are fed and nourished. By Jesus, the
worker of miracles, there is always more than enough. Through Jesus, ☩ the bread of life, you
are shown God’s mercy: you are forgiven and loved into abundant life.
Amen.
*GATHERING SONG: What Feast of Love (ELW 487)
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*GREETING
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with
you all.
And also with you.
*PRAYER OF THE DAY
Let us pray. O God, eternal goodness, immeasurable love, you place your gifts before us; we eat
and are satisfied. Fill us and this world in all its need with the life that comes only from you,
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
Amen.
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WORD
CHILDREN’S MESSAGE
Children of all ages are welcome to come and gather close to the screen to join in a message just for
them! Any children in the physical worship space are invited to listen from their seats. After we pray
together, all will be invited to rejoin others in body or spirit for the readings of the day.
FIRST READING: 2 Samuel 11:26--12:13a
God sends the prophet Nathan to rebuke King David for his abuse of power in taking Bathsheba and
killing her husband, Uriah. Confronted with his sin, David repents. This sin, however, marks the
beginning of troubled times in David’s family.
A reading from Second Samuel.
26When

the wife of Uriah heard that her husband was dead, she made lamentation for him.
the mourning was over, David sent and brought her to his house, and she became his
wife, and bore him a son.
But the thing that David had done displeased the LORD, 12:1and the LORD sent Nathan to David.
He came to him, and said to him, “There were two men in a certain city, the one rich and the
other poor. 2The rich man had very many flocks and herds; 3but the poor man had nothing but
one little ewe lamb, which he had bought. He brought it up, and it grew up with him and with his
children; it used to eat of his meager fare, and drink from his cup, and lie in his bosom, and it was
like a daughter to him. 4Now there came a traveler to the rich man, and he was loath to take one
of his own flock or herd to prepare for the wayfarer who had come to him, but he took the poor
man’s lamb, and prepared that for the guest who had come to him.” 5Then David’s anger was
greatly kindled against the man. He said to Nathan, “As the LORD lives, the man who has done this
deserves to die; 6he shall restore the lamb fourfold, because he did this thing, and because he had
no pity.”
7Nathan said to David, “You are the man! Thus says the LORD, the God of Israel: I anointed you
king over Israel, and I rescued you from the hand of Saul; 8I gave you your master’s house, and
your master’s wives into your bosom, and gave you the house of Israel and of Judah; and if that
had been too little, I would have added as much more. 9Why have you despised the word of the
LORD, to do what is evil in his sight? You have struck down Uriah the Hittite with the sword, and
have taken his wife to be your wife, and have killed him with the sword of the Ammonites. 10Now
therefore the sword shall never depart from your house, for you have despised me, and have
taken the wife of Uriah the Hittite to be your wife. 11Thus says the LORD: I will raise up trouble
against you from within your own house; and I will take your wives before your eyes, and give
them to your neighbor, and he shall lie with your wives in the sight of this very sun. 12For you did
it secretly; but I will do this thing before all Israel, and before the sun.” 13aDavid said to Nathan, “I
have sinned against the LORD.”
27When

Word of God, word of life.
Thanks be to God.
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SECOND READING: Ephesians 4:1-16
Christians share fundamental unity and diversity. Our unity consists in the one body, one Spirit, one
Lord, one faith, one baptism, and one God. Our diversity is expressed in various forms of ministry
whose goal is equipping the saints and building up Christ’s one body.
A reading from Paul’s letter to the Ephesians.
Paul writes: 1I therefore, the prisoner in the Lord, beg you to lead a life worthy of the calling
to which you have been called, 2 with all humility and gentleness, with patience, bearing with
one another in love, 3making every effort to maintain the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace.
4There is one body and one Spirit, just as you were called to the one hope of your calling, 5one
Lord, one faith, one baptism, 6one God and Father of all, who is above all and through all and in
all.
7But each of us was given grace according to the measure of Christ’s gift. 8Therefore it is said,
“When he ascended on high he made captivity itself a captive; he gave gifts to his people.”
9When it says, “He ascended,” what does it mean but that he had also descended into the lower
parts of the earth? 10He who descended is the same one who ascended far above all the heavens,
so that he might fill all things. 11The gifts Christ gave were that some would be apostles, some
prophets, some evangelists, some pastors and teachers, 12to equip the saints for the work of
ministry, for building up the body of Christ, 13until all of us come to the unity of the faith and of
the knowledge of the Son of God, to maturity, to the measure of the full stature of Christ. 14We
must no longer be children, tossed to and fro and blown about by every wind of doctrine, by
people’s trickery, by their craftiness in deceitful scheming. 15But speaking the truth in love, we
must grow up in every way into him who is the head, into Christ, 16from whom the whole body,
joined and knit together by every ligament with which it is equipped, as each part is working
properly, promotes the body’s growth in building itself up in love.
Word of God, word of life.
Thanks be to God.
*GOSPEL: John 6:22-35
Many of the five thousand people Jesus fed in the wilderness continued to follow him throughout the
countryside. Jesus challenges them to consider the real nature of their quest.
The holy gospel according to John.
Glory to you, O Lord.
22The

next day the crowd that had stayed on the other side of the sea saw that there had been
only one boat there. They also saw that Jesus had not got into the boat with his disciples, but that
his disciples had gone away alone. 23Then some boats from Tiberias came near the place where
they had eaten the bread after the Lord had given thanks. 24When the crowd saw that neither
Jesus nor his disciples were beside the sea, they themselves got into the boats and went to
Capernaum looking for Jesus.
25When they found him on the other side of the sea, they said to him, ‘Rabbi, when did you
come here?’ 26Jesus answered them, “Very truly, I tell you, you are looking for me, not because
you saw signs, but because you ate your fill of the loaves. 27Do not work for the food that
perishes, but for the food that endures for eternal life, which the Son of Man will give you. For it
is the Son of Man that God, the Father, has sealed.” 28 Then they said to Jesus, “What must we do
to perform the works of God?” 29Jesus answered them, “This is the work of God, that you believe
in the one whom God has sent.”
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30So

they said to him, “What sign are you going to give us then, so that we may see it and
believe you? What work are you performing? 31Our ancestors ate the manna in the wilderness;
as it is written, ‘He gave them bread from heaven to eat.’ ” 32Then Jesus said to them, “Very truly,
I tell you, it was not Moses who gave you the bread from heaven, but it is my Father who gives
you the true bread from heaven. 33For the bread of God is that which comes down from heaven
and gives life to the world.” 34They said to him, “Sir, give us this bread always.”
35Jesus said to them, “I am the bread of life. Whoever comes to me will never be hungry, and
whoever believes in me will never be thirsty.”
The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.
SERMON
*HYMN OF THE DAY: I Am the Bread of Life (ELW 485)
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*APOSTLES CREED
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting.
Amen.
*PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
Rooted in Christ and sustained by the Spirit, we offer our prayers for the church, the world, and
all of creation.
You call your church to be the body of Christ. Awaken all the baptized to the gifts you provide for
carrying out the work of ministry. Where the church is divided, knit us together and restore the
unity of the faith. We pray for leaders throughout the whole Church: for our church-wide bishop,
Elizabeth, and our local bishop, William. Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
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You command the clouds above and cause the wind to blow in the heavens. Watch over deserts
and wilderness places. Regenerate rainforests, defend species at risk of extinction, and
strengthen the work of conservation organizations. Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
You summon leaders to respond to the needs of your people. Instill those who govern with
patience when confronted with grievances and perseverance in seeking what promotes the wellbeing of the community. We pray for the service women and men of our country, and for peacekeepers and peace-makers everywhere. Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
You draw near to those who cry out for help. Feed those who are hungry, reassure those who are
despairing, and accompany those who are imprisoned. Rain down the true bread from heaven
that gives life to the world. Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
You receive all who come seeking a sign of grace. Make this congregation a place of hospitality
for those who have experienced rejection. To those who have felt excluded here or elsewhere,
prepare us to welcome them in the name of Christ. Guide the ministry of our LEAD journey: for
our community partners and our neighbors in Lutherville. Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
You are present what remains in our hearts and minds. Listen to us as we offer these additional
prayers, concerns, and thanksgivings to you — with our voices, in our hearts, and within this
space… Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
You provide food that endures for eternal life. Sustain us each day with the bread of life until we
are gathered with all the saints and feast together at your heavenly banquet. Lord, in your
mercy,
hear our prayer.
We lift these and all our prayers to you, O God, confident in the promise of your saving love;
through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.
*PEACE
The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.
You are invited to share the peace with a wave from your seat to those outside of your household
group, and to use a greeting or gesture you would like to share within your group.

MEAL
PREPARING THE TABLE
If you will be joining in sharing the Meal of Holy Communion, now is the opportunity to prepare by
making sure you have what you need close at hand. If you are a part of the In-Person Assembly and
do not have what you need at your seat, please carefully make your way to the entrance to see a
worship host. If you are a part of the Digital Assembly, now is the opportunity to prepare your home
table with bread and cup.
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*GATHERING AROUND THE TABLE
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.
*THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE
Holy God,
our Maker, Redeemer, and Healer,
in the harmonious world of your creation,
the plants and animals, the seas and stars
were whole and well in your praise.
When sin had scarred the world,
you sent your Son to heal our ills and to form us again into one.
In the night in which he was betrayed,
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,
and gave it for all to drink, saying:
This cup is the new covenant in my blood,
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.
Remembering, therefore,
his acts of healing, his body given up, and his victory over death,
we await that day when all the peoples of the earth
will come to the river to enjoy the tree of life.
Send your Spirit upon us and this meal:
as grains scattered on the hillside become one bread,
so let your Church be gathered from the ends of the earth,
that all may be fed with the Bread of life, your Son.
Through him all glory and honor is yours,
Almighty Father, with the Holy Spirit,
in your holy Church,
both now and forever.
Amen.
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*LORD’S PRAYER
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us.
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.
*INVITATION TO COMMUNION
Christ has set the table with more than enough for all. Come!
SHARING THE MEAL
For our In-Person Assembly sharing in the Meal of Holy Communion, be careful as you peel back the
foil to expose the bread and wine. You may pray or whisper the words “The body of Christ, given for
you.” as you consume the bread, and “The blood of Christ, shed for you.” as you consume the drink.
For our Digital Assembly sharing in the Meal of Holy Communion, you may use the words “The body
of Christ, given for you.” as you share the bread with one another, and “The blood of Christ, shed for
you.” as you share the cup. You may choose to dip your bread into the cup, or to consume the bread
and then drink from the cup.
If you are not sharing in the Meal today, please join in reflection and prayer, until we all regather.
REFLECTION SONG: Herzlich tut mich erfreuen – Johannes Brahms (1833 – 1897)
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
Let us pray. Jesus, Bread of life, we have received from your table more than we could ever ask.
As you have nourished us in this meal, now strengthen us to love the world with your own life. In
your name we pray.
Amen.
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SENDING
ANNOUNCEMENTS
*BLESSING
The blessing of God, who provides for us, feeds us, and journeys with us, ☩ be upon you now and
forever.
Amen.
*SENDING SONG: Guide Me Ever, Great Redeemer (ELW 618)
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*DISMISSAL
Go in peace. You are the body of Christ.
Thanks be to God.
POSTLUDE: Fanfare from the Cantata “Ihr lieben Christen, Freut - Dietrich Buxtehude (1637 –
1707)
______________________________________________________________________________________
OFFERING
We encourage you to contribute your offering to help sharing in the ongoing mission and work
of the church through making an online offering at www.stpaulslutherville.org. You can also mail
your offerings in to the church office - we have a secured mailbox which is checked regularly.
COPYRIGHTS
Copyrights: Portions of the liturgy and hymns are from Sundays and Seasons.com © 2021
Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress
liturgies license #SAS012371.
Permission to reprint, podcast, and / or stream the music in this service obtained from ONE
LICENSE with license #A-739252. All rights reserved.
Additional music included in this worship service is covered under CCLI license #1592054,
expiration December 31, 2021.
______________________________________________________________________________________
TODAY’S WORSHIP LEADERS
Thank you for helping to lead our worship service this holy day!
Reader, First Lesson
Reader, Second Lesson
Prayer Leader
Traditional Worship Musician

Midori Ataka
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GATHERING SONG: What Feast of Love (ELW 487)
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HYMN OF THE DAY: I Am the Bread of Life (ELW 485)
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SENDING SONG: Guide Me Ever, Great Redeemer (ELW 618)
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